10 FAST THINGS TO
KNOW ABOUT AMERICAN
MUSLIMS
FACT: Muslims are the most diverse faith community in the United States with no majority
ethnicity or race.

FACT: Muslims are the youngest faith group in the United States, with nearly one quarter
between the ages of 18-24.

1

FACT: By an overwhelming margin, Muslim women choose how they dress. ISPU recently asked
American Muslim women why they wear an identifying religious symbol like hijab. 99 percent of
respondents indicated personal reasons for wearing hijab, such as piety or the desire to be
identified as a Muslim.
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FACT: The overwhelming majority of American women who are Muslim say Islam is a source of
pride and happiness in their lives. American women who are Muslim are one of the most
educated female religious groups in the United States. They also overwhelmingly view their faith
as a source of happiness and a part of their identity for which they feel a great deal of pride. As
described in a recent ISPU policy brief, the rights afforded to women by Islam in the seventh
century include the right to a consensual marriage, to remain their own legal entities after
marriage, to initiate a divorce, to child support, to own property, to pursue education, and to be
involved in social and political affairs. Many Muslim women rise to the tops of their professions as
doctors, lawyers, and scholars. A recent study suggests U.S. news media’s disproportionate focus
on gender discrimination in Muslim societies contributes to stereotypes that Muslims are
distinctly sexist and misogynistic.
FACT: Muslims contribute beyond their numbers. Similar to all American communities, Muslims
are great contributors to the health, happiness and wellbeing of all Americans. In just the state of
Michigan, for example, where Muslims make up only 2.75 percent of the population, Muslims
contribute to every sector of society. A Michigan without Muslims would lose:
● More than 1600 new inventions
● Medical care for 1.6 million patients
● Social services for 24,000 families
● The education of 30,000 K-12 students
● The creation of 100,000 jobs
● $5.5 billion from its economy
● The representation of 2.3 million constituents
● $117 million in charitable giving
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FACT: Nearly 90% of Muslims in America are American citizens. And, American Muslims take
pride in their American identity. In fact, a strong Muslim identity is directly correlated with a
strong American identity. Americanness and Muslimness are NOT mutually exclusive.

FACT: Muslims are the most likely faith group to experience religious discrimination, both in
interpersonal relationships and in institutions. In fact, more than 60% of Muslims report
experiencing discrimination in the past year because of their religion. And Muslims are more
likely to experience interpersonal discrimination at work, in public or at school as well as
institutional discrimination at the airport, while applying for jobs, when dealing with law
enforcement or in healthcare.
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FACT: Muslim families are the most likely to experience religious based bullying, with a full
half of families saying that at least one child has been bullied because of their religion in the
past year. In nearly a third of these cases, an adult - a teacher or administrator - is a perpetrator
of the bullying.

FACT: Muslims are the most likely faith group to experience poverty, at considerably higher
levels than other faith groups and the general public. More than a third of Muslims report a net
household income of less than $30,000 per year.
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FACT: Like all American, human challenges do not exclude Muslims. Muslim communities deal
with similar levels of domestic violence, sexism, drug abuse, and intra-community racism as
other American communities.

FACT: The story of Muslims in America is 400 + years old: American Muslims are an integral
part of today’s America. Muslims arrived in America as a part of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
in the 1600s - over ⅓ of all enslaved people were Muslim, followed by Early immigration and
through the Great Migration - the Muslim Community continued to grow.
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